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of the Brehat tppana and the Prakrit Pattavalt would make the composition }::f
Sathhandizsma fall between 814 awel 648 veaus after Yara Nirvana 1 e between the
23t and “nd centnrses of the Christian I

This nference about the pertod of the composttion of Sathhantagama 13 corro
Yorated by Ihe account of 1ts commentaries 83 gien by Indra
Commentaries of | a0 ") o Grotnvatirs which worl I have now como to
Shatkhand regaid a8 ity preserving old traditions According to
g
Indrasnands s commentanes were wutten on Sathhandagama m succestion the
Jaat being the Dhasaly  The first of these commentaries was Parikarma written by
Kundakunda References to Parikarma are many 1ud varons m the Dhavala
1tself, and & coreful examinstion of them his led me to Leheve that 1t was really &
commentary by hundakunda on this worl  The time of hund shands 18 approximt

tely the 2nd century A D and o the Shatl handagama has to be assigned to & period
before that

Other commentators wmentoned by Inlesnands e Shamakunda,
Tumbulura, Samantabhadra and Bappadeva before we come to Virsens the
author of Dhavald and we woudd not be far wron, w eparatit,, them each i
stiecession by sbout a centary aul asmgn them to 3rd 4th 5th and Gth century
respectively None of thess commentaries hase so fir been discoverod but traces of
mast of them may be found 1n the exsting literature

Vs regards the ime of the commentary Dhavala there 13 no uncertanty Ita
Dhavsla, s date n‘:umr Viscens hos recorded many astronomieal detmils of
& author tho Wms of s compomtion m the endm, jerses Do
unfortunstely the available text of those terseg 18 v vy eoreupt
After a corefal  orobiny of the text and Ms contents however, T have been able fo
mterpret it correctly and it yrelds the result tht the Dhav s wascompleted by Virasana
onthe Y3th day of ihe bright fortarght of harttihate tle year 738 of the Soha ewt
when Jazattunga (1 e Govinda 111 of the Rashtral uta dynasty ) had ~bandoned the
throne ani Poddaun Raya ( probally Amoghavarsha 1) was rulin,, T hae workel
out the astronomical detmls an1 found them corrvet nnd the dite correspondy aceord
ing 40 Swam hannu Pillus Indian Evbemens to the 8th Octoher 816 A D N
Welnesday mormog
Tnihe enling verses of the Jayadhmald we are told that Viraseuns papil
Jinasenn tompleted that commentary 1n Sake 750 The Volame of 60 thousand 2lokay,
thux took 21 Jews {0 compose wineh tomes roughty to 3000 serses per year If w;
take thisns the averngs speed b which

5 Virasen: wrofe it gives us the pereod
betwwenn T02 and 823 A, D for the viporoas hterry atinaty of Yirasenn alone wiueh
Froduced the complete Dianala equnl to 72 thousand 4lul as and the first ono-third
of the Tapadhavalet o equal to 20 thousaud. dlolas Thus awle man s aecomp
Iny el the stupendons and extreordinary tasl of writing plnlosoplieal prose equal to
92 thousand €lol as 1 the gousso of 31 years, and b w:

28 succeede L1y su equally
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gigantic wrter Jiasens Iis puptl who wrote the 40 thouswd slohas of the
Tayadhanaly, the beaulsful hitle poem Pu-iabhyudaya and the maigmficent Sans

hut Adipuriina, before he died Wit 1 bowilderiug amount of hiterary effusion ?
Tho various mentions found 1n the Dhay :la reveal to us that there was a good
deal of manusenipt materal before Virasena and lo utihsed it
the?;ture before very_]udlclcus]ypnnd cauttously He had to deal with various
frasena recensions of the Sutras which did not always agree m therr
statements  Virisenn satisfied lumself Ly giing therr alternative views, lewing
tho question of right and wrong between them to those who mght know better
than lumself He also bad to deal with opposite opmtons of earher commentators and
terchers, and lero be boldly criticizes thewr viewsin oflenng lus own explination
On certamn pomnts he mentions two different schools of thought which he calls the
Northern and the Southern At present 1 am exmimng these views® bit more
clooly They mway ultimately turn out to be the Syetambara and Digvmbara schools
Works mentioned and quoted from are {1) Santa-hamma Pahuda, (2) Kasuya
Thete (1) S tta, (4) Tiloya-~p t1 Sutta (5 ) Pancattht Pabuds
(6) Tattvartnn Sutra of Gnddhapmebba (7 ) fcaranga (8) Sarassmgraha of
Pujprypads (9) Tty wtha Bhasya of Akalanhs, (19) Jivasamasa (11) Chliedasutr
(12) Kammapavada and (13) D1 sharant samgral a - wlhide authors mentioned without
tho name of therr works are Arya manhshu Nagabast: Prabbachandra sod others

Besides these there are numerous quotations both prose and verse withont the
mention of their source In the Satprarupand alone there are 216 such verses of which
I'hiave been able to trace many 1 the Acimngs Brhatl alpa Sutry, Dassmbaliha
Sutra Sthananga tikd, Anuyogadvirs, and Avmyaka Miryoltr of the Svelambars
canon besides quite 4 large number of them in the Digambara Iterature These

montions give us an sight 1nto the comparative and eritical faculty as well as the
coordinating power of Virasens

Tho Sathhandagama, was reduced to wnbing as told befure, just at the time
Relation with the when the whole Jain Canon was on the pomt of being forgotten
Canon, and the In this connection 1t 18 1mportant to note that according to the
six Khandas Digambara tradition all the tnelie Angns have been lost excopt
these portions of the last of them: e Ditthivaya and a bit of
fho fifth Angr. According to the Sietambaras on the other hand the first eleven
aro prescrved though in s mubilated form winle the Ditthiviiya s totslly lost Thus
to a certam extent the two traditions mutuslly complement each other

A look at the tables showmng the connection of the present worh with the
ougiral eanon will comvey somo idea of the extraordiary extent of the Purvas
particular and of the whole canonin general The section dealing with the twenty
four subjects hrntr Vedand and others was called 1o the canon Mahakamma-
Payadi Pahuda Tho same twenty four subjects have been dealt with 1n tho present
work which was called Santa Kamma-Pahuda but whneb, owing tots e1x subdivistions
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